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How to profit from 


Transportation Act of 1958 


Pay for a new automatic classification yard 


with the money it saves you! 


The VELAC’ Automatic Classification Yard System 
naterially reduces operating cost, maintenance 
ind damage to cars and lading 


BETTER CAR UTILIZATION. VE LAC System Union Switch 
| tutomatic classification yard sys 

classification far faster than 

freight cars out on the road 

you. It drastically reduces 
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her things aren't equal 
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rolling friction and all 

! operation are handled 


when they are handled 


LESS DAMAGI loser automatic control 


to lading during classi 
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day that the VELAC System is in operation for you 


LESS MAINTENANCE. Easier handling of cars cuts wear 
and tear on cars too reduces the need for car mainte 
nance ... keeps them rolling longer, as well as more 
often. Equipment that is part of the VELAC System, of 
course, is built by Union Switch & Signal to perform in 
the rugged and reliable way that all railroad equipment 
must perform to stay on the job with a \ 
mum of maintenance 
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Fare experiments up for review p. 9 
A reappraisal of fare experiments is likely when western 
passenger traffic officers meet next week. Goal: a uniform 


approach t massenger incentives. 


UP gets new giant turbine p.23 


The road’s fifth 8,500-hp gas turbine-electric locomotive 1s 


shakedown runs. Expectations are that the new 


f + 


m eavall . » - . } > es ly. 
init will be more efficient and less costly to operate thi 


, 
Its predecessors, 


Department 
— , Symes says merger is best p.32 


Pennsylvania president says coordination is no substitute for 
corporate marriage. By calling off merger studies, he says, 
the New York Central missed a chance for joint savings 
aggregating $100,000,000 a year. 
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The Action Page—'Balance transportation,’ says lke p.38 
ay be the best railroad news to come out of Wash 
In a generation appears in President Eisenhower's 


1) dor t message. The President has requested y stud) 





Special Report: 
Political Reality 
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The Case Against Government Assistance 





this week reports on another important point 
the industry—the position taken by those who 


ald to passenger service, Commuter 


lis argument are coming into sharper 
of the industry advocates such help; its 

lined in Railway Age of Jan. 5. 
in this issue, beginning on page 12, tells the 
wonents of government aid see commuter prob 
needing local solution. Seeking a subsidy (es- 
federal one), they argue, would endanger the rail- 


lal, political and economic well-being. 





than ever before 
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that would “recommend any legislation or administrative ac 


Week at a tions needed to assure the balanced development of our 
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transportation system.” The key words, of course, are 


Gries CONT. “balanced development.” 


Short and Significant 


Woof : ; 
Current Statistics Winner of the eighth annual Golden Spike Award . . . 


he National Malleable & Steel Castings Co. The award 1s 
presented each vear to the advertiser outside the railroad 
industry who is believed to have made the most outstanding 
contribution to a better understanding and appreciation of 
American railroads. James M. Sweeny, Jr., advertising mat 


ager, accepted the award in Chicago last Thursday. 


Conference on the Administration’s transport study . 
will be held this week by Secretary of Commerce Strauss. Hi 
and his transport assistants—Under Secretary Allen and 
Deputy Under Secretary Nash—will speak with a group of 
industrial traffic executives. Subsequent meetings wit! 
carrier representatives are planned. The study is that which 
President Eisenhower announced in his recent budget 
message to Congress. (RA, Jan. 26, p. 10). 


Advertising Sales Department Strong shipper support 


has come to eastern roads in the so-called paint Cause, the first 


proposal of their rate-research program. The National Indus 
trial Traffic League has asked the ICC to lift its suspension 
of the proposed rates which, the League says, are responsive 
to demands of shippers and to admonitions of the Commis 
the 1958 Pransportation Act's rate-freedom pro 

ues that such rates should n 


ting truckers. 


id the annual dividend rate will b 
| from $2.50 to the equivalent of $3 per present share 
the road plans to amend its certificate of in 


allow 1 engage in other forms of tran 


porta ) I ther line f business, when and wher 
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peri 


Frenktert om Me C&NW is batting 1.000... 

’ plan, Wisconsin's reg Ualory 
has joined those of South Dakota, Iowa and 

appro ing consolidation. North Western got 
convert 100 one-man Wisconsin stations to 
ations, served by 81 central agency points. The 
ver, ruled against the road’s request+to 

to and from the associate station 
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Fare Experiments Up for Review 


ssenger men are ready for a breather, after anothe 
ljiustments. Compromise among the 


youlda he welcome. 


> [he Story at a Glance: Western 
rail passenger fare experiments have 
spread to a point where a reappraisal 
of the whole situation is in demand. 

Roads operating west of Chicago 
and St. Louis have gone a half-dozen 
different ways in adjusting fares or 
proposing new adjustments. And each 
new proposal seems to bring even less 
uniformity to the tare structure. Some 
passenger traftic officers feel the situa- 
tion is already out of hand. They want 
a thorough review of the subject now- 
before a possible compromise approach 
becomes even more difficult. 

Indications are that western PITO's 
will meet next week to study the prob- 
lem. In the meantime, reduced fare 
proposals involving some five roads are 
being held in abeyance. Only break in 
the “moratorium” has come from Mil- 
waukee and Union Pacific, which late 
last week filed application for short 
notice approval of a first-class, round- 
trip fare competitive with that of Rock 
Island and Burlington. 
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Railroad Crisis is Past, 
Says D&H President White 
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Fx 2 Where railroad progress is cast in steel.... 
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POLITICAL REALISM AND THE 


A SPECIAL REPORT 


tilway Ave re- Chicago the following week. served to necessarily talking about federal as- 
a 
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iew that has come sharpen, in turn, the opposing point o sistance. Some are talking only about 


ent months—that view. That position is now the subject tur mans of those Ihing 
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It's true, ‘national interest’ has promoted 
roads, airports and waterways to the ex- 
treme detriment of railroads, but... 
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PASSENGER BUSINESS - parr two 


A three-alarm commuter problem exists 
in only a few cities 


someone 

vernment 
s what the 
trom some 
lon't look at 
sts them . 
rtant commuter 
» New 


Federal funds to cover commuter deficits 
would be hard, maybe impossible, to get 


Any subsidy would endanger railroads 
whole social, political, economic posture 


Continued on page 16 ® 
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VALUE: $288,000,000 


HIS is the Four Aces And like 
| all steamers, it Commands a spe- 
cial spot in the hearts of railroaders 


locomotive 1s some- 


But this particular 
thing extra spec bal 


that ¢ 


It fired up an idea 


an save the 
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COSTS 
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Company 1929. It 
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step paved the way 
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We 


revolutionary 


ship with the rail built a 
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methods to produce freight car roller 


BETTER-NESS rolls on 


bearings—up to 20,000 car sets a 


vear. This unique plant is de Sizne dto 


help the railroads go “Roller Freight” 


on a planned basis—make it possible 


to go'‘Roller Freight’'at minimum cost. 


loday 71 railroads and other cat 


owners have more than 26,600 cars 
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When 
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1s 


the railroads will 
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Why not talk to your railroad 


friends about this planned conver- 


pet cal 


sion? Let your new railroad roller 
bearing plant help you start your sav- 
The Timken Roller Bear- 
ing Company, Canton 6, Ohio. Cable 
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POLITICAL REALISM—The Case Against Government Assistance 








Opponents ask: "If subsidies were granted for commuter 


Tm - s="|s 


Branches? Wayside stations? All passenger trains? 








Subsidy is a point of no return. Inevitably, 
railroads would drift into nationalization 


= 
has completely ov 


gathering basic intort 
daily operations. For t 
history. itS managers 
mediately and not have to guess how 
well the business S voing 

This road ts doing these things so, in 
he final analysis, it can return more to 
S owners, pay more to its workers 
give more to tts customers. This 

nd must be—the goal of all 

Much of what this road and others 
like it have done has offended those 


vho assume a_ vested 


railroads 


Problem though he may be, the costly 
commuter is no industry legislative issue 














service, where would they be sought 





Employees? 








The problem should be attacked where it 
really lies: in states, counties, towns 
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POLITICAL REALISM—The Case Against Government Assistance 


lf unenlightened state commissions are 
bailed out, how will progress be made? 


changed—only covered up. But to man 
1 political mind, the “commuter prob I what has been said latels 
lem” would no longer exist. Why, then n roa ippare \ found 
worry about it any more 

These are things that 
cve rail executive. Part cu 
West, they want no part of 

And there's something else to con 
sider: as the problems of various com 
muter roads differ, so do approaches to 


the problems by the various public 


Whatever answer may be it must 
fit the problem... 
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the situation in the East and Mid-West ear 1 pr on both Eastern and 
differs. Equipment replacement and up estern ids can adopt with all sin 
! 


trading poses far less a problem 





‘Chicago Plan” promotes self help; AMA suggests quasi- 
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int 
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G RS achieve 


in car classif 


LOOK AT THE REC 

















ial retarder Automatic switching—developed by GRS. You route a 
30 years of ir by simply pushin n ; the switches line up 

retarder is the 1utomatically ahead the car. A magnetic memory 
even when power is off system can be supplied to give ¢ rogramed switching of 


entire trains 

















1s the first to apply radar Fully automatic speed control—developed by GRS 
f ng the Doppler to give automatic control of release speeds of cars from 
e toward complete retarders. Radar speed contro! was modified to com 
pensate for rolling resistance, as no two cars behave 

exactly alike. Another giant step forward 








Starting with the all-electric, all-weath- 
er car retarder, GRS engineering has 
contributed a steady tlow of advances 
in the field of car classification. The 
major achievements—automatie switch- 
ing, radar control, electronic automa- 
tion—all have come from the labora- 


tories of GRS—all have proved them- 


] : er? 
Sseives In Service. 


Even in the details, GRS has been in 

the forefront: photo-electric cut detee 

loped by GRS, ar tion; built-in test facilities; fast acting, 
A tracks, switct . ] 4 a } 4 
— fully trailable, elect: 

e pane gica ites. ’ — , , 
easy react rhe problem Ol dependable track shunt 
so important in yard automation 


‘uits, Was solved by the GRS impulse 


circuit. 


GRS now offers the ultra-modern 
Class-Matic system. Complete electronic 
automation for classification yards, di- 
rected to these ends—faster classifica- 
tion, safer coupling, lower operating 
costs, and improved service to your 
customers. 
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AWAITING CREW, 


UP gets new Giant Turbine 


vears ago, Union Par ne been built around the MWas-lLurbihe power 

of 25 gas turbine-electri plant. UP recently put to work the fifth such 
crammed 4,500 hp into ; engine to be received from General Electric 

At the time, the engi since last June. If the road’s expectations are 

because of their power-to-siz« met, the new turbines will be more efficient, 
however, they're rega. 


and less costly to operate and maintain, than 
ulroad as “little” turbines their “little” 
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predecessors. And they'll be ex 


ore powerful locomotiv cellent fast freight locomotives as well. 


Uncomplicated Design 
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preceding page 


Inside the UP's Two-Unit Turbine Locomotive taining far fewer moving parts than a 
. diesel has, and the economics inherent 
contains nearly all of the necessary 


‘tting as much horsepower as pos- 


n get 
fs unit houses the massive turbine, it- ble out of a minimum number of lo 
are located: comotive units 

Ihe 8,500-hp turbines are, to a large 
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5 4 including a compli 
a rated speed of 4,860 rpm. It consists 


! ng traction motors 


ompressor, 10 combustion chambers, reove extra 2? ft carbod\y 


Normally, it requires 125,000 efm of pace was acl agi helping the 


790 and 800 gal of residual fuel an 
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‘LL S. Steel cmplovees Invest more than 
S?.100.000 a month in bo S. Savines Bonds” 


CLIPEFORD EE. HOOD. Presider 
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MARKET OUTLOOK «< clen 


Carloadings Drop 5.5% 
Below Previous Week’s 


New Equipment 


FREIGHT-TRAIN CARS 
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Steel Car 


all-steel, 
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“Crash programs” in railroad re- 
search and technology were urged 
last week by C&O Vice President 
Owen Clarke. “Whether or not the 
railroads are busy and making a 
profit 20 or 30 years from now 
will be determined perhaps more 
by what happens in the laboratory 
than in the accounting, sales ot 
traffic departments.” he told the 
Utilities Division of the Cleveland 
Engineering Society 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


FOR SALE 


REBUILT 
RAILROAD CARS FOR INTERPLANT USE 
GONDOLAS e BOX e FLAT 
ERMAN-HOWELL DIVISION 
LURIA STEEL & TRAPING CORP. 
332 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 4, Illineis 
WEbster 9-0500 
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Nothing standing in 
the way of efficiency 


| Butler Metal Buildings 


For full details on these quality buildings — available in 
clear spans up to 120 feet and lengths as long as you 
wish —call your Butler Builder. He's in the Yellow Pages 
Buildings’ or ‘Steel Buildings.’’ Or 


under write us 


BUTLER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


7p, paowwe” 7371 East 13th Street, Kansas City 26, Missouri 


Manufacturers of Metal Buildings 


Equipment for Far 
Production and Transportation 


ming, Dry Cleaning, Oil 
Outdoor Adve 


rtising Contract Manufacturing 


A A 
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\ ° 
Balance Transportation, ‘says lke 


1 he 


for the railroads, the best news to come out of Washington in a generation ap 


‘raph in President Eisenhower’s budget message. Here it is 


°° Transportation and Communications—In recent years, the federal 


ern 


iment has had to take actions to meet emergency problems which 
arisen in highways, railways and aviation. These actions have 
metimes been taken on a partial and piecemeal basis, without full 
deration of the impact on other transportation programs. The 
etary of commerce, at my request, is undertaking a comprehen- 
tudy of national transportation to identify emerging problems, 
ne the appropriate federal role, and recommend any legislation 
idministrative actions needed to assure the balanced development of 


insportation system. °® 


1 whole is mild as baby way cost is added to your income and property 
the end there’s a wallop taxes. If you ride the train, the railroad must ask 
elopment” of transportation has you to shell out for all the costs. But nothing is 
neration, the farthest thing from idded to your tax bill. The auto trip just looks 
nment thinking. The word itself is cheaper. In the same way barge and truck and air 
Washington now as “sputnik” was in transportation are made to seem bigger bargains 


at 


than they are. And bargains are what the public 
ransportauon development has is looking for. 
ompletely unbalanced aspect of There’s evidence in the budget message that 
nomic activity. It becomes more the President understands the problem. For in- 
need year by year. It’s the feder stance, he wants to double the levy on aviation 
primarily, that’s put its heavy foot vas to make the government's service to the ai 
yng as railroads have to support lines more nearly self-sustaining. He also wants 
modernize themselves, entirely to up the levy on fuel for highway vehicles, to 
revenues—while federal money make the federal highway program solvent 
velling stream into plant for all 
* 


A GOAL TO UNITE UPON: President 
helming evidence of galloping Eisenhower is now trying to apply the brakes on 


transportation—we ll be un 


nsportation development, the the trend to ever-increasing federal contributions 
merce will not have to delay for to everything that can be labeled “welfare,” at 
research. His assistants can col home or abroad. He will have a tough job. But 
| facts for him, in a couple of there isn't any better place for him to start than 
own building. Or, if they can't with transportation. Let’s see what plan the Com 
economist Burt Behling at the merce Department can come up with for assuring 
information over the ‘phone “the balanced development of our transportation 
e a country where the price system,” including railroads, of course. If authen 

tic and realistic, such a plan would be something 

iny more. When you drive the whole railroad industry—and its employees 
mple—vyou pay out, maybe suppliers and friends—could unite upon, as they 
nile in immediate expense did on the 1958 Transportation Act. As 1958 


1 


thwav. The rest of the high proved. unitv gets results. Nothing else does 
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FOR HIGH-SPEED 
FREIGHT SERVICE 
EQUIP YOUR NEW 
OR REBUILT 
FREIGHT CARS 
WITH 


Symington-Gould Type F Interlocking Couplers 
help reduce free slack, provide threefold 
anti-creep protection. Easier operating, these 
ouplers provide greatly increased strength and 
service life. The interlocking feature prevents 
vertical slipovers, keeps cars in alignment. 

Safety shelf on F Coupler is designed to support 


mated coupler in event of pull-out. 
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DIVISION OF SYMINGTON WAYNE CORPORATION 





OW..an Agr 
O/18-DleCe Keyless VOKE 


@ e@ e just slip shank in through the side 


No wedges—no locks—to work loose 


# A rugged, one-piece steel casting witha high (#& Simple in design—no wedges or locks, no 
margin of safety—fully meeting AAR parts to work loose. 
strength standards. Quick, easy installation —just slip the cou- 
@ Now AAR Approved pler shank through side opening. No com- 
245." pockets—AAR Certificate No. B95 plicated assembly problem of forcing shank 
18 pockets—AAR Certificate No. B96 back far enough to insert wedge. 


For the most practical replacement of riveted-type yokes... specify the ar “ty 


ONE-PIECE CAST STEEL YOKE G:0 





AMERICAN STEEL FOUNDRIES 


Prudential Plaza, Chicago 1, IIlinols 
» Manufacturer and Licensee pment ¢ Ltd MA 


! Sther Foreign Sales; American sundries whe ’ SA 
aL Othe eig ale 
7} Patent Pending 
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